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Members of the Ottawa 
Real Estate Board 
(OREB) sold 1,895 
residential properties in 
June 2009 compared 
with 1,685 in June 
2008, an increase of 
12.5 percent. 

“Th is  i s  the  th i rd  
consecutive record- 
setting month this year 
and the fourth month 
where sales exceeded 
the previous year’s 
sales” said OREB’s 
President. “Year-to-date 
sales as of the end of 
June are up 1 percent 
over the same time 
period in 2008.” 

The average price of 
residential properties, 
i n c l u d i n g  c o n d o -
miniums, sold in June in 
the Ottawa area was 
$306,924, an increase 
of 3 percent over June 
2008.

Call today for real 
estate advice and 

information!
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Choosing artwork for your home 
can be an exciting adventure and a 

source of enjoyment for years to 
come. Read on for ideas on how to 

find that perfect artwork that will 
complement your home decor.

In addition to museums and for-
profit galleries, check out local 
outdoor exhibitions, co-op and 
non-profit galleries, and art in 
public spaces such as banks, 
restaurants and libraries. The 
Internet is another great way to 
find a large variety of fine art 
available worldwide.

Decide what you want, then 
keep your eyes peeled for 
anything that fits those needs. If you 
go to enough art festivals, galleries, 
and shows, you’ll eventually be able 
to f ind a nice painting that 
complements your home. But be 
careful – once you discover the joys 
of shopping for art, it can be difficult 
to quit! Choosing artwork for your 
home is an ongoing process. Keep 
your eyes open and when you see 
something you like, don't be afraid to 
make the purchase.

To establish a good art collection, 
you should know as much as you 

Look at as much artwork as 
possible before you 
make your selection

You shouldn’t rush the 
process of buying art

Look at whatever 
information the artist 
provides about him or 

herself, and the painting

can about the history of the painting, 
and about the artist who made it. 
Chances are if you like one of his or 
her pieces, you'll like another. 
Choosing several pieces of artwork 
for your home from the same artist will 
give your home a cohesive feel as 
guests travel from room to room.

Art that is too large will overwhelm 
and art that is too small will be lost 
and look out of proportion. The 
bolder the art, the more room it needs 
to breathe. Measure the space you 
want to hang the art and leave 
enough "white space" so that the 
painting will not feel crowded.

When selecting a painting to match 
color, select one or two of the boldest 
colors in your room and look for art 

Select artwork by size to fit 
a particular space

Choose artwork that 
harmonizes with the color 

of your room

Choosing Artwork for Your Home

that has those colors in it. You're not 
looking for an exact match here. 
Picking up one or two of the same 
colors will send a message that the 
painting belongs in this environment. 

Try to choose artwork for your 
home that matches or 
complements your style, but 
don't be afraid to think outside 
the box: an eclectic style can 
mix several different styles 
together if done properly.

As a rule, paintings should be 
hung so that the center of the 
painting is at eye level. 

How? Play down the other design 
elements such as window coverings, 
carpeting, wall coverings, and even 
furniture. A room crowded with other 
colors, textures, and objects will take 
the spotlight away from the art.

Consider track lighting or picture 
lights if the art requires more light. 
Choosing the perfect artwork for your 
home doesn't do any good if no one 
can see and appreciate the artwork.

Choose artwork that will 
complement the paintwork 

in the room

Hang your new 
artwork correctly

Make the painting the 
centre of attention

Make sure there is 
enough light on the art to 

show it off
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